COLD or COVID? 
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I woke up Friday morning with a bother in my throat.

It felt simultaneoulsy like 

a flail--a medieval torture device.
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Except that I felt this pervasive fatigue that I couldn't shake.

had a fever without having a fever


Thought Bubble
It's just a cold.

This lasted for a week
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I decided to get tested
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Speech Bubble
I quit!
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Thought BubbleThe mayor supposedly had set aside 1/2 million rapid test kits. But where were they now when you most needed them?
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I couldn't figure it out--was it a cold ? or was it COVID?

Answer: You couldn't tell without a test. YOU HAVE TO GET TESTED!

I decided to quarantine just in case, especially since I live with an 83-year-old mother. But eventually, I did get a PCR test. The big problem was because of the surge in cases--the results were delayed. Very delayed.
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And then nearly 100 hours (4 days and 4 hours) since first getting tested on the week before Christmas . . . 



And then nearly 100 hours (4 days and 4 hours) since first getting tested on the week before Christmas . . . 



Comic Panel 1Choose Photo for Comic Panel 1Take Photo for Comic Panel 1
Comic Panel 2Choose Photo for Comic Panel 2Take Photo for Comic Panel 2

I'M POSITIVE

But, ironically, for the 4 1/2 days, I was waiting to get results, I did not know it.  I assumed it was a cold. So, it worked out to my advantage. I was less stressed because it's easier to fight a cold than an unknown fearsome virus. 

Speech Bubble
I (ka Ka) knew it!
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Moral of the story: WE SHALL OVERCOME! I got COVID and didn't even know it. I am in quarantine for at least a week, so I get to make a lot more comics--YOO HOO! Stay tuned! 

Had this happened almost two years ago, I would have FREAKED out. It seems that in addition to having received the vaccine that made me more resistant, I had developed emotional RESILIENCE as well. Luckily, Omicron is less virulent than the first strains of the virus.  It made me fatigued, but it did not knock me out. 
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Ellipse


Eirené is a high school teacher, an encaustic painter, and writer.  She loves graphic novels and comics, so assigns a lot of them to her students.  She gives classes on writing your own comic memoir. Check out her site at www.eirenearcholekas.com. 
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